CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1. An image processing method for providing interpolation 
processing of pixel dam in accordance with an enumerated value of a 
counter counting a reference clock in a unit which is composed of a 
prescribed number of pixel data, comprising the steps of 

keeping a final enumerated value of the counter for a former unit 
instead of resetting it; and, 

carrying out a counting processing at a beginning of a current 
unit with a consecutive enumerated value from the kept final enumerated 
value. 

2. The image processing method as in claim 1, wherein one unit 
corresponds to the pixel data in one^scanning line. 

3. The image processing method as in claim 1 further including 
the steps of \ 

storing the pixel data in a memory in synchronization with a 

write clock; 

reading out the pixel data from tlc^ memory in synchronization 
with a read clock; and 

interpolating the pixel data by generating the read clock through 
thinning out the write clock in accordance witl^ the enumerated value of 
the counter. 

4. The image processing method as in cmim 3, wherein one or 
more prescribed number of clocks are thinned out fr^m the write clocks in 
accordance with a value set in a register. 
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5. An imagey processing method for thinning out pixel data 
according to an enumerated value of a counter which counts a reference 
clock at every one unit mat is composed of a prescribed number of pixel 
data, comprising the stepa of 

keeping a final enumerated value of the counter for a former unit 
instead of resetting it; and, 

carrying out a counting processing at a beginning of a current 
unit with a consecutive enumerated value from the kept final enumerated 
value. 

6. The image processing method as in claim 5, wherein one unit 
corresponds to the pixel data in on^\scanning line. 

7. The image processing method as in claim 5 further including 
the steps of- \ 

storing the pixel data in a memory in synchronization with a 
write clock; \ 

reading out the pixel data from the memory in synchronization 
with a read clock; and \ 

thinning out the pixel data by generating the write clock through 
thinning out the read clock in accordance wi\h the enumerated value of 
the counter. 

8. The image processing method of claiiny7, wherein one or more 
specified clocks are thinned out from the read cloc^: in accordance with a 
value set in a register. 
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9. An imagck processing method for interpolating pixel data 
according to an enumerated value of a counter which counts a reference 
clock in every one unit that is composed of a prescribed number of pixel 
data, comprising the step&o£ 

not resetting a finah enumerated value of the counter for a former 
unit at a beginning of counting for a current unit if the pixel data are 
pseudo grayscale; and \ 

resetting the final enumerated value of the counter for the former 
unit at the beginning of the current unit if the pixel data are bi-level. 

10. The image processing \iethod as in claim 9, wherein one unit 
corresponds to the pixel data in one^anmn^line. 

11. The image proceWiW^nemod as in claim 9 further including 
the steps of: \ \ 

storing the pixel data mAa memory in synchronization with a 
write clock; \ 

reading out the pixel data from the memory in synchronization 
with a read clock; and \ 

interpolating the pixel data by generating the read clock through 
thinning out the write clock in accordance with the enumerated value of 
the counter. \ 

12. The image processing method as in claim 11, wherein one or 
more specified clocks are thinned out from the wrim clock in accordance 
with a value set in a register. \ 



12 



* 



13. An image jkocessing method for thinning out pixel data 
according to an enumerated value of a counter which counts a reference 
clock at every one unit th^t is composed of a prescribed number of pixel 
data, comprising the steps 

not resetting a final enumerated value of the counter for a former 
unit at a beginning of a current unit if the pixel data are pseudo 
grayscale; and 

resetting the final enumerated value of the counter for the former 
unit at the beginning of the current unit if the pixel data are bi-level. 

14. The image processingVm^thod as^in claim 13, wherein one 
unit corresponds to the pikel data inWe^ranning line. 



15. The image ^r(^e^ing \method as in claim 13 further 
including the steps of 

storing the pixel data\^rj a memory in synchronization with a 

write clock; 

reading out the pixel data from the memory in synchronization 
with a read clock; and \ 

thinning out the pixel data by generating the write clock through 
thinning out the read clock in accordance with the enumerated value of 
the counter. 



16. The image processing method as in felaim 15, wherein one or 
more specified clocks are thinned out from the r^ad clock in accordance 
with a value set in a register. 
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17. An imagei processing apparatus for providing interpolation 
processing with one unit which is composed with a prescribed number of 
pixel data to be inputted^ comprising: 

a memory for stormg inputted pixel data; 

a counter for counting a reference clock; 

a clock thin-out cipexl^for generating a read clock by thinning out 
a write clock of the pix^l data fhom the memory in accordance with an 
enumerated value of the counter; ai 

a reset control Anit for^fedn trying resetting and non-resetting of 
the counter at a beginning^the>jinit. \ 



18. The image processing apparatus as in claim 17, wherein one 
unit corresponds to the pixel data in\one scanning line. 
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19. An imag\fc processing apparatus for providing thin-out 
processing with one uni\ which is composed with a specified number of 
pixel data to be inputted, Comprising: 

a memory for storing inputted pixel data; 
a counter for counting a reference clock; 

a clock thin-out circuit for generating a write clock by thinning 
out a read clock of pixel / <tS«a s to the memory in accordance with an 
enumerated value of the counted a*\d 

a reset control unk for c^nte^hng resetting and non-resetting of 
the counter at a beginning of the jtmit. 



20. The image proce^ing apparatus as in claim 19, wherein one 
unit corresponds to the pixel data in one scanning line. 



15 



